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INTRODUCING THE ROLLS-ROYCE BACKGAMMON SET: 
AN EXPRESSION OF LUXURY 5,000 YEARS IN THE MAKING

Monday 16 November 2026, Goodwood, West Sussex 				
· Rolls-Royce presents the Backgammon Set, a playable objet d’art
· Ochre, stone and sand colours inspired by the landscapes of ancient Mesopotamia
· Proprietary opening mechanism and ‘floating’ Spirit of Ecstasy bring mechanical theatre to every game
· Signature Placed Perforation motif brings a Rolls-Royce signature into the Set
· Celebrates and elevates the strategy game enjoyed by many Rolls-Royce clients
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“Everything we create at Rolls-Royce begins with an understanding of our clients and the lives they lead. We are privileged to meet with them, learning what they value, how they choose to spend their time and the pastimes they enjoy when entertaining their guests. Backgammon has long been part of many of our clients’ lives – even appearing within a Rolls-Royce as far back as 1938 – and continues to be enjoyed by clients wherever they gather today. The marque’s Backgammon Set is a natural expression of that insight, combining the craftsmanship, superlative engineering and exceptional materials our clients know from their motor cars in an object designed to be enjoyed for generations.”
Jabran Syed, Accessories Designer, Rolls-Royce Motor Cars



Rolls-Royce Motor Cars announces the Backgammon Set, an exceptional playable objet d’art, conceived by the marque’s Bespoke Collective at the Home of Rolls-Royce at Goodwood. The Backgammon Set unites one of civilisation’s oldest games with modern mechanical ingenuity, materials drawn from the marque’s Bespoke palette, and the elegant sense of theatre for which Rolls-Royce is renowned.

A GAME AS OLD AS CIVILISATION, WITH A PLACE IN ROLLS-ROYCE HISTORY
Few pursuits have a lineage as long as backgammon’s. Its origins can be traced to ancient Mesopotamia more than 5,000 years ago, where archaeological discoveries in the 1920s revealed some of the earliest known playing boards. The game also has a place in Rolls-Royce history. Among the coachbuilt motor cars of Rolls-Royce’s earlier years, a 1938 Wraith was commissioned with a backgammon board built into the rear passenger compartment. In the decades that followed, backgammon remained a favourite pursuit among Rolls-Royce clients and continues to be played by owners around the world today.
The Rolls-Royce Backgammon Set draws on this extraordinary legacy. Its material palette is inspired by the warm earth tones of ancient Mesopotamia, while its fine craftsmanship, remarkable engineering and exquisite materials reflect the qualities that define every Rolls-Royce motor car today. 
The Backgammon Set is conceived as a playable art piece, designed to be enjoyed and displayed in a client’s residence. It required more than a year to develop, from initial research through to prototyping. The design team immersed themselves in the game throughout this process, playing together to understand its movement, tactility and pace first-hand. This informed their decisions throughout the crafting of the Set, from the weight and feel of the stones to the smoothness of the playing surface and the organisation of each component, ensuring the experience of play received the same consideration as the Set’s materials and craftsmanship.


OPENING SEQUENCE: AN ELEGANT MECHANICAL PERFORMANCE
At the heart of the Backgammon Set is a proprietary mechanical hinge, machined from a solid billet of aluminium and hand-polished before anodising to its final finish. The hinge is both structural and theatrical: as it rotates open, the central spine counter-rotates, revealing the playing pieces and the crafted board beneath. A self-centring Spirit of Ecstasy, mounted to the hinge, orients herself regardless of the board’s final position – a detail recalling the self-levelling wheel centre-caps of a Rolls-Royce motor car. The counters are stored within the central spine, while the precision dice, doubling die and a pair of dice shakers are arranged around a removable plinth that doubles as the bar, where captured counters are held during play.

CRAFT AND MATERIALS: DRAWN FROM ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA
The board itself is crafted from solid American walnut, chosen for the strength required to carry the weight of the mechanical hinge.
The playing surface is book-matched at 55 degrees, echoing the angle of the veneer application in the interior of Rolls-Royce motor cars. Each veneer sheet is individually selected to ensure it meets the marque’s exacting specifications, allowing the pieces to glide smoothly across the board. The home and outer boards on the playing field are crafted in marquetry, with each point formed from open-pore Royal Walnut and Smoked Eucalyptus veneers, precision-cut and individually set.
The Set is trimmed throughout in Sunset and Sunrise Rolls-Royce natural grain leather: this palette was selected to reflect the warm earth tones and desert landscapes of ancient Mesopotamia, connecting the materials directly to the birthplace of backgammon itself. The exterior surface of the case is completed with a Placed Perforation motif, inspired by the sweeping dunes viewed from above – a Bespoke treatment immediately recognisable to clients who have commissioned this signature feature in their motor car.
The playing pieces, or stones, are machined from a composite infused with bauxite ore and presented in Deep Night Sky black and Antarctica white. Their high-gloss surfaces are marked by a subtle fleck that catches the light as they cross the board; in the hand, they possess the smooth, weighted quality of river stones rather than conventional playing pieces.
The doubling die is notably unconventional: rather than the traditional cube, it is fashioned as a hexagon, its form drawing on the honeycomb structures found in nature and on the engineering precision of the nut and bolt. These references also echo the Rolls-Royce Apiaries at Goodwood and in Munich, Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Manama and Doha, while subtly acknowledging the marque’s engineering heritage. Machined from anodised aluminium with polished numerals, the doubling die rests within the counter well of the board when not in use.
The dice shakers are machined from aluminium and finished to match the hinge, their bases trimmed in leather to temper the sound of each throw, with a Spirit of Ecstasy engraved beneath.

A CAPTIVATING DISPLAY
The Backgammon Set is offered at tournament size, giving it the scale and presence to form a captivating permanent display within a client’s home. In every detail, the Backgammon Set demonstrates how Rolls-Royce craftsmanship and engineering can enrich wider aspects of a client’s world.
The Rolls-Royce Backgammon Set is now available for commission in Rolls-Royce showrooms and Private Office boutiques.

- ENDS -



MEDIA INFORMATION
You can find all our press releases and press kits, as well as a wide selection of high resolution, downloadable photographs and video footage at our media website, Newsroom.
You can also follow the marque on social media: LinkedIn; YouTube; Instagram; and Facebook.
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ABOUT ROLLS-ROYCE MOTOR CARS
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars is one of the most recognised and revered luxury brands in the world – a true House of Luxury, creating the finest handcrafted Bespoke motor cars, accessories and experiences for clients around the globe.
More than 2,500 people work at the marque’s global headquarters and Centre of Luxury Manufacturing Excellence in Goodwood, West Sussex, UK – the only place in the world where Rolls-Royce motor cars are designed, engineered and meticulously built by hand. Since opening in 2003, the Home of Rolls-Royce has contributed more than £4 billion to the UK economy and continues to generate more than £500 million in economic value annually.
As the marque’s global Private Office network continues to deepen relationships and enable ever more ambitious Bespoke commissions, Rolls-Royce is extending its manufacturing facility at Goodwood by 40,000m². The £300m+ investment will create additional space for increasingly complex and high-value Bespoke and Coachbuild projects.
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars is a wholly owned subsidiary of the BMW Group. It is entirely separate from Rolls-Royce plc, the manufacturer of aircraft engines and propulsion systems.
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CONTACTS | GLOBAL
	The Americas
Gerry Spahn: +1 201 930 8308 Email

	Asia Pacific (South) and India
Juliana Tan: +65 9695 3840 Email

	Central/Eastern Europe and Central Asia
Frank Tiemann: +49 160 9697 5807 Email

	Central and Western Europe 
Ruth Hilse: +49 89 382 60064 Email

	China
Ou Sun: +86 186 0059 0675 Email

	Japan and Korea 
Yuki Imamura: +81 90 5216 1957 Email

	Middle East and Africa
Haya Shanata: +971 56 171 7883 Email

	United Kingdom and Ireland
Isabel Matthews: +44 (0)7815 245127 Email
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